1914]     AISNE   TO   FIRST   BATTLE   OF  YPRES

the rest, the country was dead flat, so that the spires
of Ypres made a landmark for many miles. On all
sides from the town radiated the cobbled Flemish
roads, the two main highways on the east being those
to Roulers and to Menin, with an important connect-
ing road cutting the latter five miles from Ypres at
the village of Gheluvelt.

On the evening of the 19th the Allied offensive
had virtually ceased. We were aware that at last
we had reached the main German front in position
everywhere from Lille to the sea, and daily growing
in numbers which threatened to fall in a tidal wave
upon the thin and far-stretched Allied line. But
Sir John French, though cognizant of the enemy's
strength, was not yet fully informed about its details,
and he made one more effort to break through with
a counterstroke. Haig with the 1st Corps had, as
we have seen, arrived behind the front on the 19th,
and had been directed to move to the north of Ypres
in the direction of Thourout. u The object he was to
have in view," Sir John wrote, " was to be the capture
of Bruges, and subsequently, if possible, to drive the
enemy towards Ghent." But Sir John had his
doubts about its possibility, and Haig was instructed
after passing Ypres to use his own judgment. He
advanced successfully till about two o'clock in the
afternoon, when news came of trouble on his flanks.
The French Territorials on the left were driven out of
the forest of Houthulst, and they and their supports
of the 1st French Cavalry Corps retired across the
Yser Canal. At the same time he was informed that
the 7th Division and Allenby's 2nd Cavalry Division
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